Plenary sessions
Riki Therivel

Riki Therivel’s talk will be on strategic environmental assessment based upon practice of sustainability appraisal in the UK and preparation of UK and Icelandic guidance on how to implement the European SEA Directive. Riki Therivel is partner with Levett-Therivel sustainability consultants and visiting professor at the School of Planning, Oxford Brookes University, UK.

Tim Richardson 

Tim Richardson’s talk will be on recent debates in planning theory and on the extent to which central questions about rationality, power, consensus and conflict have been addressed in EIA/SEA practice. Tim Richardson is senior lecturer at the Department of Town & Regional Planning, Sheffield University, UK.

David Aspinwall
Implementation of the SEA Directive

The SEA Directive is the product of a hard-fought negotiation between countries wanting a narrow instrument and those wanting something much broader. The resulting text contains crucial compromises which rendered agreement possible but at the cost of some clarity.  As countries grapple with the task of implementing the directive, they face the task of interpreting the meaning of some of the language it uses.  Even such basic questions as, what is a plan?  what is a programme? are not necessarily easy to answer. Meanwhile a report recently published by the Commission shows that there are still difficulties in some Member States in applying the arguably simpler requirements of the EIA Directive consistently and in conformity with the legislation.  

In order to assist in the process of transposition and application of the SEA Directive, and to avoid some of the problems that have beset the EIA Directive, a group of Member States and the Commission has prepared interpretative guidance which explores the way the questions provoked by the Directive could be addressed.  It cannot be authoritative and is non-binding but, even so, it should help Member States to approach the task of implementing the Directive more consistently.

Audun Ruud
Audun Ruud’s talk will refer to how an evaluation of sustainable development could be grounded. He will discuss the content and challenges of both vertical and horizontal environmental policy integration. These challenges will then be exemplified with references to efforts of strengthening sustainable consumption and production patterns in Norway. Reflecting ongoing research undertaken at ProSus, a specific focus will be made on the relationship between policies aimed at triggering innovation and technical change and those aimed at protecting the environment. In the context of discussing governance for sustainable development, this is very illustrative and even relevant for those concerned with strategic environmental assessment. Audun Ruud is senior research fellow at the Programme on Research and Documentation for a Sustainable Society (ProSus) at the Centre for Development and the Environment, University of Oslo, Norway.

Bo Elling
Bo Elling’s talk is on Modernity, ecology, rationality and a model for “communicative reflection”. Bo Elling is associate professor at the Department of Environment, Technology and Social Studies, Roskilde University, Denmark.

