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About the Speakers:
Jan-Evert Nilsson
Jan-Evert Nilsson is professor in regional development at Blekinge Institute of Technology and a founding member of CIRCLE (Center for Innovation, Research and Competence in the Learning Economy) at University of Lund. He has published extensively in topics related to regional development and regional policy. He has worked in almost ten years in different positions as advisor in regional policy to the Swedish government. He is responsible for an international master programme in European Spatial Planning at Blekinge Institute of Technology. At present he is involved in three EU-project about regional systems of innovation and cluster-building.
André Müller

Holding a MSc in town planning and urban development, André Müller has worked as Senior Research Fellow / Senior Project Coordinator / Senior Adviser at the Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning's (BBR) European Spatial and Urban Development Unit in Bonn (Germany) since 1998. He is currently working at the Federal Ministry of Transport, Building and Urban Affairs (BMVBS) in Berlin (Germany). 

His main areas of activity at the BBR were primarily monitoring respectively steering the implementation of the EU Community Initiative INTERREG III B in the Central, Adriatic, Danubian, and South Eastern European Space (CADSES) and, under the umbrella of the Council of Europe, managing multilateral cooperation projects in the field of regional planning and development (in Armenia, Bulgaria, Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, Romania, and the Russian Federation). His present task at the BMVBS is to coordinate the work on the Territorial State and Perspectives of the EU Document.

André Müller has also been involved in carrying out the Study Programme on European Spatial Planning (SPESP) and the European Spatial Planning Observation Network Programme (ESPON 2006). His initial work at the BBR involved, under the umbrella of the United Nations, preparing and staging the Global Conference on the Urban Future URBAN 21.
Drew McFarlane-Slack

Drew McFarlane-Slack MBE.
Drew is married and lives with his wife and 16 year old daughter in Glencoe, Scotland.

For the past 13 years he has represented the Glencoe area as a Lochaber District Councillor and since 1996 as a Highland Councillor. 

Highland Council (http://www.highland.gov.uk/plintra/iandr/cen/prof_high.htm) is one of 32 unitary local authorities in Scotland. It has a population of 209,000 and covers an area of 12,000 sqm. The greater part of Highlands comprise rough mountainous and island terrain to the north and west of the United Kingdom.

Originally from Glasgow, Scotland’s largest urban centre, Drew has spent the majority of his life living in one of rural Scotland’s most historic, beautiful and mountainous areas. He has had a varied and interesting career gaining valuable skills and knowledge within the retail, manufacturing, fishing and tourism industries. In addition he has accumulated more than 25 years experience in public service.

Currently his appointments include:
Chairman Lochaber Enterprise

Chairman Highland Housing Alliance

Convener Highland and Islands Joint Fire Board

Chairman Lochaber Area Planning Committee

Director Euromontana

Highland Council representative - Convention of Scottish Local Authorities

Chairman Highland Housing Alliance

Director Lochaber Housing Association

Treasurer Ballachulish Community Arts Society

Drew was created a Member of the British Empire for services to housing in Lochaber in 2000.

Michael Quinn

is an associate professor in the Faculty of Environmental Design at the University of Calgary (Canada) and the Director of Research and Liaison for the Miistakis Institute – a research support organization specializing in spatial data and analysis. He holds a B.Sc. in Forest Science from the University of Alberta, an M.Sc. in Forest Wildlife from the University of Alberta and a Ph.D. in Environmental Studies from York University. Mike’s teaching and research interests are in the areas of ecosystem management, watershed management, landscape ecology, land-use planning, protected areas management, community-based natural resource management and urban ecology. He co-manages the Transboundary Environmental Policy, Planning and Management initiative between the University of Calgary and University of Montana.
Jim Walsh

Professor Jim Walsh is Vice-President for Innovation and Strategic Initiatives at NUI Maynooth, Ireland, where he was Head of the Department of Geography between 1995-2005. A founding member of the National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA) and the International Centre for Local and Regional Development (ICLRD) he has published extensively on topics related to regional and rural development and spatial planning. He has been a member of several national fora including the National Economic and Social Council. He was principal academic advisor for the National Spatial Strategy and he has also been Ireland’s representative in the European Spatial Planning Observation Network (ESPON).

Jacek Zaucha
Jacek Zaucha is Polish, with education from Gdañsk University, Oxford University -Nuffield College and Princeton University, Master in Economics 01.1984, PhD of Economics 01.1993.

Membership of Professional bodies:

· Committee on the Spatial Development in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) – VASAB 2010 (from 1994)  

· Committee on Self-Government of the Regional Assembly of the Gdańsk Province (1995-1998), 

· Gdynia Committee on Welfare and Health Care of the City Council of Gdynia (1995-1998), 

· Budgetary Committee of the City Council of Gdynia (1999-2002), 

· Steering Committee of the project „Regional and local conditions and factors of the restructurisation of Polish economy”(1995-1996).

· Senior Officials Group  of the Baltic Agenda 21 (from 1997)

· Core drafting team of: (a) BSR CIP INTERREG III B 2000-2006 (1999-2000), (b) BSR Transnational Territorial Cooperation Programme 2007-2013 (2005-2006)

· Assessment Team of  BSR INTERREG II C, PHARE CBC, BSR CIP INTERREG III B 2000-2006 (several times between 1998-2005)

Present position

· Assistant professor (adiunkt) in the Economics Department of the Gdañsk University (from 1993)

· Deputy Secretary of the intergovernmental programme „Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea 2010”- VASAB 2010  (from 1996)

Working record:

· Gdañsk University, Institute of Economics (from 1984)- - lecturer on macro- and micro-economics, public choice, social policy, regional development,

· Central Office of Planning, Regional Planning Bureau in Gdañsk (1991-1996)

- Polish representative in the intergovernmental programme VASAB 2010

· Intergovernmental programme VASAB 2010 - Vision and Strategies around the Baltic Sea 2010 (from 1996) - Deputy Secretary

Professional experience:

· preparation of main elements of  strategy of the socio-economic development of the Gdynia city preparation of the methodology for the strategy of socio-economic development of the Gdañsk region,

· active participation in the Baltic Sea regional co-operation (VASAB 2010, INTERREG II C, IIIB Baltic 21) and acquired in that frame personal contacts and experience,

· serving as an expert responsible for preparation of the final report of the Governmental Task Force on Structural Policy of Poland - Working Group no. 6 on Development of international regional co-operation,
· preparation of two documents for the VASAB Ministerial Conferences (“From Vision to Action” in 1996 and “Connecting Potentials” in 2005),
· drafting operational programmes for transnational strand of INTERREG and currently Objective 3 in the BSR. 

Clive Bowman

Clive Bowman is a Senior Research Fellow with the Centre for Mountain Studies, UHI Millennium Institute, Scotland. He is currently working full time on the SpatialNorth project examining several aspects of spatial plan development best practice. He has practiced as a Landscape Architect for 15 years in both the private and public sector, through out the UK and abroad. He has worked on a wide range of urban and rural design projects, and strategic land use plans throughout his career and has particular experience in the use of participatory consultation and community engagement. 
Crona O’Shea
Dr. Crona O’Shea is a Research Fellow with the Centre for Mountain Studies, Scotland. She is currently working on the SpatialNorth project examining the use of spatial data and GIS for strategic planning and policy development. She has recently completed a doctorate in remote sensing at the University of Stirling. Her doctoral research involved the use of airborne imagery to classify wetland vegetation and to assist and inform conservation management at a National Nature Reserve. In the past, she has worked on a Catchment Management Plan for the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and for Natural Capital Ltd., where she carried out GIS training and worked on a number of mapping projects. 
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